SHAKESPEARE'S JEW                      147

they have the air of arising from the situation without pre-
arrangement, and their general tenour is not Shylock's, but
Antonio's proposal.

Though, let it be said again, the dramatist's formulation of
the actions which lead up to the bond still preserves in isolated
detail this or that feature which is sufficient to keep the pit in
its unquestioning assurance that it was getting the odious
Shylock it desired, yet in retrospect one realises that the drama-
tist's re-creation of the sequence of incident has, in one vital
respect, destroyed or at least completely transformed a main
assumption of the original story.

Shylock's discourse with Bassanio shows him fully informed
of the extent of Antonio's resources. He knows, therefore,
that it is the highest degree unlikely that a situation can arise
in which Antonio*s forfeit will fall due. Of course, as we saw,
in his bargaining with Bassanio, Shylock tried to exaggerate
the risks to which Antonio's fortunes were subject; but that
was plainly his proper move. He knows, and Antonio himself
knew, that save by the intervention of a malicious fate to raise
storms simultaneously on all the seven seas of the world just
at the very place where Antonio's ships happened to be, and
at a time, too, when they happened simultaneously to be in
proximity to rocks or to pirates, save by some such series of
miracles as this, indeed, he knows that Antonio will be able to
pay on the appointed day. Even with the signed bond and its
forfeiture clause iii his possession, Shylock's chances of demand-
ing the forfeit are in fact almost equal to the chances of a first
prize through the holding of one ticket in the Irish Sweepstake,
A Shylock diabolically bent on ensnaring an enemy for whose
blood he lusted might surely have shown sufficient ingenuity
to scheme for shorter odds: or if he were satisfied with chances
so remote as to be almost non-existent, then the poor plotter is
his own weak victim, a pitiful, maundering madman* but
certainly no mighty demon of guile and craft,1 The only

1Notc also that the sum, three thousand ducats, is in itself no really con-
siderable item for a *royal merchant1 to be wrecked on. Shylock, without a